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Alston Moor Business Association (AMBA) is a 20+ year old membership 
organisation representing some 80% of businesses on Alston Moor in east 
Cumbria, and in the last 12 months has “driven” forward some significant 
projects on behalf of the area, including our electric bus.  
 
This latest acquisition, the electric bus made some months ago was possible 
with welcome financial support from United Utilities as has already been 
reported, but after further time needed to licence the vehicle through DVLA 
which was only finalised late yesterday (18th) will be seen on the streets of 
Alston in a “soft opening” this glorious Easter weekend prior to an official 
launch once routes and more volunteer drivers have been trained in the next 
week or two. The initial route will cover journeys from South Tynedale Railway 
(STR), one of Alston’s premier visitor attractions, to the local Spar, then up the 
Front Street to the highest car par at Fairhill, then back to STR and repeat the 
route again. More routes will develop once the service becomes established. 
 
AMBA have been steadfast in requiring completely satisfactory insurance cover, 
safety and legal status for the vehicle, and the project will be delivered as a 
“free to ride” service to visitors and local people alike, and is quite a unique and 
ambitious project in the “highest market town in England” at just over 1,000 
above sea level and will bring a new attraction for visitors and the need has 
been borne out by several surveys taken prior to progressing the project in 
support of this need. 
 
Other projects are in plan by the Committee, and subject their approval  and 
other appropriate approvals necessary, these include projects designed to 
provide better town centre experiences by a major heritage redevelopment, to 
include visitor and business space, with a significant increase in town centre 
parking, a “dark skies” experience with an observatory and in a way to ensure 
various authorities and influencers are aware of these ideas in advance, AMBA 
have already hosted the Chief Executives or Managing Directors of major 
organisations (Eden District Council, Cumbria LEP, Cumbria Tourism and the 
North Pennines AONB for example) so that they have had the chance to input 
their thoughts, and have also presented ideas to members at a recent AGM. 
 
Please join us in Alston this wonderful weekend, and for further information, 
especially for media requests, please contact David Hymers, Chair of AMBA at 
david@davidhymers.com or call 07483 327 560 
……………. 
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